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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ACT — LGBTQIA+ STUDENTS 
Petition 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [3.00 pm]: I have a petition that reads as follows — 
To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, say LGBTIQA+ students in WA public schools are not receiving the protections to 
which they are entitled under law, and are instead suffering from a culture that enables and perpetuates 
homophobia and transphobia. Currently, students in the LGBTIQA+ community are being consistently 
demeaned and stigmatised by their peers, through actions such as: referring particular behaviours as gay 
and mimicking typical gay behaviour and attitudes- with the incentive to cause offence. As a direct result 
from this, LGBTIQA+ students are being substantially affected with some of these harms being: having 
a feeling of shame, a rise in sleep disturbance, experience of social isolation, having low self-esteem, 
school avoidance, a loss in mental stability and having to stay hidden in the ‘closet’. 
The Western Australian Equal Opportunity Act 1984, which has the key objective to promote the 
recognition and acceptance within the community regarding equality of all persons regardless of their sexual 
orientation, does not outline what is classified as intolerable student conduct. Despite the Act covering 
how LGBTIQA+ individuals should be treated in schools by school administrators, there is nothing stating 
how students should treat each other. 
Now we ask the Legislative Assembly of Western Australia, to take action on: 

a) Legislation to protect LGBTIQA+ students from discrimination in our public schools, 
by other students. 

b) Acknowledge that LGBTIQA+ students need special protection under law. 
c) Immediately investigate why this issue is still evolving despite societies shift in values 

and attitudes towards LGBTIQA+ acceptance. 
Additionally, will you integrate and update the current 2018 version of the Equal Opportunity Act 1984, 
to address: 

a) It is unlawful for students to bully, intimidate or discriminate an individual because of 
their sexual orientation. 

b) It is unlawful for students to use offensive slurs with the incentive to cause harm and 
offence to that individual. 

Otherwise, will the State Government, produce a new Act to address these matters. 
The total number of signatures is 91. 
[See petition 9.] 
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